7. "SPREAD WHEAT NORTH;
INDUSTRY EAST"

NOWHERE AND at no time has the economic map
changed more rapidly, more fundamentally, or more
reasonably than in the USSR. It is a change dictated
neither by the hazard of fate, nor the selfishness of a group,
nor the whim of an individual. Geography changes and
population shifts under national direction and to meet
national needs.

The industrial map of Tsarist Russia bore no relation
whatsoever to the geological map, nor the map of raw
materials to the map of population. Iron was not worked
where iron ore occurred, nor was population thickest
where raw materials were most abundant.

The Soviet Union has one map, not two. The industxial
map coincides with the geological map. The map follows
the Plan and graphically illustrates the new material
prosperity, based upon the new scientific and moral founda-
tions of a planned production for community consumption,
where the word community embraces every individual to
the farthest corner of the Union.

Twenty-one years have gone by since the Soviet Union
took command: they have witnessed a redistribution of
industry and agriculture from Poland to the Pacific and
from the Arctic to Afghanistan.

In the days when private profit was the sole consideration,
industry grew lop-sided. European Russia, which occupied
but a small part of so vast an empire, monopolized the whole
industrial development, leaving Asiatic Russia industrially
inactive^ her rich raw materials ruthlessly scraped off and
borne away ; her local handicrafts crippled or crushed, her
artistic craftsmanship suppressed, and her population
degraded and impoverished. Rich raw materials were
bartered away for cheap coloured prints, to the ruin of
hand-made and more lovely fabrics.

Nor did industry spread in any balanced way even in